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The mission of Communities In Cre atl n g A IVI oveme nt:

Schools is to surround students

THE DIFFERENCE MAKERS
empowering them to stay in
SOCIAL IMPACT SUMMIT

Communities In Schools
believes all students
deserve five basic resources:

e A one-on-one relationship
with a caring adult
¢ A safe place to learn and grow

¢ A healthy start and
a healthy future

e A marketable skill to
use upon graduation

¢ A chance to give back
to peers and community
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SAVE THE L
DATES 1 5 How does a group of 18 adult community leaders and 18 CIS high school students come
] together to create a movement? That was the ultimate goal behind a very special trip to
Nov-Dec Washington, D.C. in August, that was conceived and organized by Communities In Schools in
CIS Holiday Cards partnership with The Gambrell Foundation.
The idea for the trip took shape last spring in a meeting between CIS-Charlotte President and
gisi(;.g:;Tues e CEO Molly Shaw and Laura Shepard with The Gambrell Foundation. CIS’s vision to empower
youth voice and create opportunities for economic mobility resonated with The Gambrell
Foundation’s focus on breaking down barriers and building bridges. Shaw and Shepard agreed
that a trip to Washington, D.C. could be a transformational experience for adults and students
v alike, and pulled together a team to begin planning.
CONNECT WITH US Over the next several months, while travel arrangements, consent forms, and all the myriad
logistical details were ironed out, the idea developed into a jam-packed three-day adventure that
n www.facebook.com/cischarlotte participants described afterwards as “inspirational,” “catalyzing,” and “life-changing.”

While for many of the students the trip would mean their first airplane flight and first hotel stay,
this was no ordinary “sight-seeing tour.” CIS-Charlotte and The Gambrell Foundation envisioned
www.instagram.com/cischarlotte a student-centered experience that would help energize a social movement created and led by
young people. The trip was soon dubbed, “The Difference Makers Social Impact Summit.”

E www.twitter.com/cischarlotte

u www.vimeo.com/cischarlotte
(continued on page 3)

www.cischarlotte.org



PRESIDENT-CEO MESSAGE

It is a difficult time to be a kid. Kids across the country have started this school year carrying more weight
than ever before. Weight from fear and isolation and marginalization. Fear because last year alone, there
were 104 incidents of gunfire on school grounds across our country resulting in the loss of 61 lives.
Isolation because our kids are growing up in a world where the term “friend” is reduced to the acceptance
of a Facebook or Instagram or Snapchat click and bullying can go viral in an instant. It's horrifying, but not
surprising, that 1 out of 5 middle and high school students in Charlotte have considered suicide. And our
kids experience marginalization because our country and our community continue to grow more
segregated. Our students of color wake up to headlines that leaders who look like them receive racist and
hate-filled mail that continues to send the message that this world is not safe and they are not valued.

Al of this could be enough to make our kids lose hope. And yet, they don’t. In fact, they shine. Molly Shaw, President and CEQ

They radiate brilliance and curiosity and openness and love, and they look to and lean on those adults who

see them for who they are and can become. These adults come in many forms. They are parents and teachers, aunties, uncles and nanas, faith
leaders, bus drivers, and volunteers. But | don’t think anyone sees our kids quite like our Communities In Schools Site Coordinators, Counselors and
Case Managers. These team members wake up every morning and head to school before the yellow buses. They spend their mornings welcoming
students and reminding them of their greatness with a high-five, or hug, a snack, or a talk. They spend their days working with families and community
partners, to make sure our kids are connected to whatever they need to be successful — everything from the basics like food, clothing, housing, or
dental care, to transformational opportunities like college tours or visits to their dream jobs. And each afternoon, our team members wave goodbye as
our kids head home or to their after school jobs and they give encouragement to complete homework, write college essays or study for that exam.

Our team helps our kids see the greatness in themselves, navigate the world, create their plans, learn to follow-through, build healthy relationships,
and shine their hope on others. In a world where our kids carry more weight than that which is in their backpacks, our team walks beside them,
unloading each weight with intentionality and care, and replacing them with resources and support, high expectations and love.

And then our kids — our brilliant, game-changing, future-making kids, take all those gifts and all their hope and set out to change the world.

WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Greg Hobby is New CIS Board Chair

Greg Hobhby will serve as Chair of the CIS and CIS makes that possible for so many young people in

Board of Directors for the 2019-20 school Charlotte.”

year. This yvill bfa Greg’s sixth year on the Greg grew up in Raleigh and is a graduate of UNC-Chapel Hill. He
Board. During his tenure he has served on and his wife, Julie, have two children, Alex (18) and Rachel (16).

the Finance, Governance, and Program

. . We are also pleased to welcome the following new CIS Board
Evaluation committees.

members, who began their three-year terms in August:
Greg was introduced to CIS through his

employer, Bank of America. He recently David “Dae-Lee” Arrington Vida Harvey

retired from the bank in order to focus his i 2 oo JELD-WEN
time on family and community issues and organizations important to Kathryn Black Dwight Jacobs
him, including Communities In Schools. Bank of America Duke Energy
“| continue to be energized by the power of this organization and its A complete list of the CIS Board of Directors can be found on the
ability to shepherd young people toward success,” said Greg. “The back page of this newsletter. CIS is grateful to all of our board
importance of a caring adult in the life of a young person is so critical, members for their commitment and support.
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D I FFEREN CE MAKE Rs (continued from page 1)

Over the three-day trip, the group participated in a private tour of the
National African American History Museum, visited Howard University
and the Communities In Schools National office, and took a walking
tour of the city’s historical monuments. They dined together and heard
presentations of various perspectives on important issues. One session
centered on the words “hope” and “destiny,” while a “Fireside Chat”
challenged the group to create a “New Deal” in our society that mends
broken links and regains interracial trust and reconciliation. The final
presentation on Day 3 was centered on Creating Movements, with
lessons from past social movements and the tools needed to galvanize a
movement. Most importantly, the trip provided a unique opportunity for
adult community leaders to spend substantial time with students, with
both groups learning new perspectives from the other.

Rosalyn Allison-Jacobs with ROl Impact Consulting, said the trip was a
“flawless three days of pure inspiration.” She was especially impressed
with the students, stating: “I was blown away by their insights, vision for
their own future, poise, and leadership skills already in evidence. More
than once, | pondered what | could possibly offer them, in the way of
mentoring. In truth, they inspired the adults to stand a little taller in the
face of our community’s challenges, and to model leadership when it is
neither popular nor comfortable for others. | look forward to remaining

“l AM A DIFFERENCE MAKER BECAUSE...”
Student Voices - Difference Makers 2019

“Being a Difference Maker means stepping out of
your comfort zone to change how people see you and

change how people see each other.”

“l am a Difference
Maker because | am
wise, | am open, and
| am ready to change
and find solutions to
the problems in my
community.”

“l am a Difference Maker because | see a need in my

community for a leader and | have the aspects to be one.”

“I am a Difference Maker because | would like
to create opportunities and show people that
things aren’t always impossible just because it
hasn’t been done before.”

connected to this little community that we built in three short days.
Thanks for a life-changing experience!”

CIS Board member Suzanne Morrison, who was also on the trip,
echoed Allison-Jacobs comments about the student participants:
“Our students amaze, motivate and inspire me! Our time together
was filled with open, candid and real conversations about our past,
what we can do in the present and how we can alter the course of
the future. We focused on opportunities, connecting, and actions we
can all take. The experience, our students, and our CIS team really
shifted my center of gravity — | am so grateful to have been a part
of it.”

Mikayla Gaston, a CIS senior at Vance High School, said, “Everyone
was so welcoming and open. Every hour | spent on the trip was
better than the last. The experience and memories | made on the
trip could never be matched.”

Trip organizers say that the trip was just the beginning of what they
hope will continue to grow into a true student-led movement here
in Charlotte, with a focus on increasing opportunity and economic
mobility for young people and their families. Stay tuned as these
young leaders help shape the future of Charlotte!

“] am a Difference Maker
because | want to help
people.”

“l am a Difference Maker because | keep
myself inspired to persevere no matter what
the circumstances and the outcomes may be.”
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SOCIAL CAPITAL AT WORK: Laila Winslow

Laila Winslow was excited but
nervous when she learned that CIS
had arranged a week-long internship
for her in the T department at Duke
Energy, in partnership with Accenture.

“| was nervous because | didn’t
know what to expect,” said Laila.
“Would they like me? Respect me?
Include me? Be patient with me?”

Laila said it did not go the way she
thought it would, but instead

Laila Winslow is a CIS senior at exceeded her expectations.
East Mecklenburg High School.

“The team leads, Randy and
Marcus, made me feel like |
belonged there,” said Laila, “ and the rest of the team treated me as an
equal, asking for my opinions and giving serious thought to them as if |
was really a part of the team.”

Laila was selected for the internship through her involvement with the
Social Capital Youth Advisory Board at CIS and because she had
expressed an interest in coding.

The internship benefited her most, said Laila, by placing her in a
“real life” professional environment and giving her experience in a
field she wants to pursue. She also appreciated the encouragement
and insights that others on the team gave her, especially advice
from team-mate Brittney.

“Brittney told me to “not limit myself,” and reminded me that | am
the only one who decides what | can or can’t do,” said Laila. “As a
woman in [T, there may be those who want to put limits on me and
make me believe that my capabilities are limited. But | need to
believe from the bottom of my soul that this is not true and that
women can master the same skills as everyone else, that women
excel in all types of careers, including those with a predisposed bias
against women. Brittney told me to not lose sight of this.”

Laila is a very busy senior enrolled in Honors courses at East Meck-
lenburg High School and has been in CIS since the 9th grade. She
appreciates the opportunities and exposure to different career fields
and networks CIS has provided. College is her next goal, with future
aspirations to earn an MBA, because “with a business degree, you
can do anything,” she said.

CIS believes you can do anything, too, Laila - way to go!

DINE OUT FOR KIDS June 18,2019

A BIG Thank You to everyone who dined out on June 18! We are especially grateful to our
Dine Out For Kids® sponsors and all of the participating restaurants. See you next year!

Many Thanks to Our Event Sponsors

Title Sponsor
—_—

BANK OF AMERICA %7

pAmica Pt s

Auto HoOME LIFE Feeling Good on the Move®

An Autoarill Company
DUKE Piedmont
%’ ENERGY. !a‘ ngtuTa(IDr(‘Bas m

Greater Charlotte

The (r‘[qa‘l;lﬂﬁtl‘ Observer Hosp\li\ I\}y &Tourism
A Special Thank You to Our Participating Restaurants
Alexander Michael’s Dilworth Neighborhood Grille Harper’s Restaurant McNinch House Reid’s Fine Foods
Bad Daddy’s Burger Bar Eddie’s Place HMS Host - Cha_rlotte Douglas Mert’s Heart and Soul Rosemont
Brazwells Premium Pub Famous Toastery of Dilworth International Airport Micwood Smokehouse Sonny's BBQ
Brixx Wood Fired Pizza Famous Toastery of University Jimmy JOh”jS Mimosa Gril TRUE Crafted Pizza
Cantina 1511 Five Guys Burgers and Fries Johnny Burrito Nothing but Noodles Upstream
City Barbeque The Gibson Kona lce of Northwest Charlotte Paco’s Tacos & Tequila Village Tavern
Crépe Cellar Kitchen & Pub Haberdish Mama Ricotta's Parry’s Pizza YAFO Kitchen
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Brandon Neal

Brandon Neal has been supporting CIS-Charlotte in multiple ways over the last several
years, through volunteering his time as a mentor and social capital investor, as well as
through his financial support as a donor and a recent party host for our Lowcountry event.

In August, Brandon participated in the “Difference Makers” trip to Washington, D.C. (story
on page 1), where he met Dominick McPhail, a CIS senior at Phillip O. Berry Academy.
The two hit it off and have stayed in touch. In addition, Brandon participated in the “Men
for Meck” mentoring program two years ago, led by CIS at West Charlotte High School.

Brandon admits he has a special connection to CIS because his mother, Karen Neal, has
been a CIS Site Coordinator at Bruns Avenue Elementary for more than 8 years. Brandon
also shared, however, that CIS’s recent initiatives around social capital and developing
talented student leaders has motivated him to get even more involved.

“I'm very passionate about ensuring that potential young leaders that may not have the
same resources as others still have opportunities to achieve,” said Brandon. “l am a
product of Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools and the great beneficiary of amazing teachers,
community leaders and business leaders who took a vested interest in me and provided
mentorship, even in high school.”

Brandon Neal with Dominick McPhail, a senior at Phillip O.
Berry Academy. The two met on the Difference Makers trip

“No one makes it all on their own and we can all attribute our success to someone who to Washington, D.C. (story on page 1).

went out of their way to help us or believed in us when we didn’t even appreciate our own

potential,” Brandon added. “Given this, it is never a question for me as to whether or not | should pay it forward. And dedicating time to help
develop our next generation only serves to make our community and city a better place to live, work and thrive.”

Brandon said he also finds that his interactions with students are rewarding in unexpected ways. “I go in thinking that | will be the one sharing
insight and providing all of the knowledge, but | always come away having learned something and feeling that the next generation has incredible
potential,” he said. “It's rewarding to know that the reality of the student leaders we have in CMS schools today far exceeds the narrative that
often permeates our discussions on the status of our schools.”

Brandon is SVP and Chief Legal Officer with Novant Health. A graduate of UNC-Chapel Hill and Duke University Law School, he and his wife,
Kerbie, are both from Charlotte and were high school sweethearts at Independence High School. They have two children, Kennedy and Caleb.

CLT 2019 UNITY LETTER You can still sign!

“We believe in justice, equity, fairness and opportunity for all. We embrace diversity in
Charlotte-Mecklenburg. We stand against racism, bigotry and hate.”

These are the opening words of a letter to the community published in September, asking for Charlotteans who reject racism, bigotry and hate to
take a stand by signing the letter, to show their support of our diverse community and that they will not tolerate racist words or actions. The letter
was drafted by community leaders participating in the Difference Makers trip, in response to racist and hate-filled letters sent anonymously to
elected and appointed leaders of color in Charlotte-Mecklenburg in August. More than 3,800 have signed the letter to date (5,000+ counting
couples as 2), and signatures are still being collected. You can read the full letter and sign it at this link: cltunityletter2019.nationbuilder.com

Newsletter for Friends of CIS | Fall 2019 &



It was a beautiful fall evening for enjoying our Lowcountry event on October 5th! The event was
a sell-out, and The Fillmore was packed with guests celebrating all things “CIS” and our students!
We are especially grateful to our guests, Sponsors, Party Hosts, and Event Co-chairs, Lindsay

Carter and Rad von Werssowetz, who led the way for a spectacular and successful evening!

MANY THANKS TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS

ADVISORS

. - .
AmericanAirlines §  BERKELEY
[ ] CaArey Cox WyATT . :
r ] CHARITABLE FOUNDATION @ntlnentali
BEACON
PARTNERS
EY JPMorGaN CHase&Co. Katten Al LPL Financial
U _ . ROBINSON ”////é
lendingtree | Foundation SRADSHAW S“ TRuST @bﬂ“k
Mdegsre  Aston N, 2R 8
CRROTEWORIETS e S S0y Qsfiottdavis

r'==.=.’."lcﬁ‘l'll=7
CAPITAL

Nationalm:/
Gypsum.

° GrantThornton

EPNC

PIERMPNT REIIISTRY
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RESDENTIAL PARTNERS

WOMBLE
DICKINSON

LOWCOUNTRY PARTY HOSTS
Margaret & Waldo Bradley
Jordan & Walker Collier
Caroline & Tyler Covington
Katherine & Royer Culp
Kim & Gibb Heilman
Meredith & John Heimburger
Greta & Rob Hord

Callie & Win Kelly

Krystal & Matt LaBell

Molly & George Macon

CIS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Natalie* & Will Alston
Sonya Amos*

Men Tchaas Ari*

David “Dae-Lee” Arrington™
Kathryn* & Brad Black
Shelia & Rich Bovard#
Anna & Lee Brashear*
Tameka & Niles Brown™
Veronica Calderon®
Lindsay* & Rob Carter
DeeDee & Ed Dalrymple#
Jon Davis*

Betsy Fleming™ & Ed Weisiger
Vida Harvey*

Julie & Greg Hobby*

*CIS Board Member  #Honorary Party Hosts

Nikki & North Moore

Kerbie & Brandon Neal
Michelle & Greg Neun

Kate & Ben Phillips

Sarah & Kevin Ryan
Christen & John Scott

Beth Silverstein

Lauren Speas & Eric Eskioglu
Fran & DuBose Williamson

Moira & Dwight Jacobs*
Gina & George Jurch*

Anne & Andy Kalbaugh#
Karen* & Pat Morgan
Suzanne™ & Harvey Morrison
Mary Ellen Player*

Lisa & Mtu Pugh*

Lakisha & Federico Rios*
Natalia & Robert Russo*

Rita & David Ryan*

Jess* & Fady Sidhom
Maxine Swayne*

Claire & John Tate*

Rad* & Odie von Werssowetz
Denise & Earnest Winston™*

SILENT AUCTION and RAFFLE DONORS

8 the Salon

Addison Weeks

Natalie & Will Alston

American Airlines

Sonya Amos

The Ballantyne Charlotte - Luxury
Collection

Bank of America

The Barker Lounge

Berkeley Capital Advisors

Bonnie + Bud

BrickTop’s

John Burtis

Campbell’s Greenhouses &
Nursery

Capitol

The Carey Cox Wyatt Charitable
Foundation

Lindsay & Rob Carter

Charlotte Yoga

Christina Dowdy

Lisa & Phil Dubois

Elizabeth Bruns, Inc.

Inslee Fariss

Firebirds Wood Fired Grill

Frankie’s - Huntersville

Jen Fulenwider

Go Clear Orthodontics

Molly Grantham

The Erica Hanks

Hampton Inn & Suites - Phillips
Place

Harris Holt Framing and Art Services

Healthy Eaton
Hilliard Studio Method
Julie & Greg Hobby

Greta Hord Fine Art

JW Marriot—Marco Island, Florida

JW Marriot=Turnberry,
Miami, Florida

Kiawah Island Club

Brooke Knaus

Jim Koblick & Stella Hanis

Phyllis & Jeff Koblick

LPL Financial

McKenzie Claire

Metro Diner - Matthews

Mignonne Gavigan

MudbuM and AIR

Kerbie & Brandon Neal

Orrman’s Cheese Shop

Perry’s at SouthPark

Kate & Ben Phillips

Primus Villas

Rountree Plantation

Natalia & Robert Russo

The Sanctuary At Kiawah Island
Golf Resort

Shain Gallery

Julie & David Sheffer & Friends

Studio 1-on-1 Fitness Training

Sunflour Baking Company

Tabor CLT

Malu Tan

Team Penske

Kippy & Blake Thompson

Thrive Center for Personalized
Healthcare & Wellness

Twine & Twig

Wells Fargo

Earnest Winston

Woo




LOWCOUNTRY at TheFillmore ¢

Visit our website to see lots more fun pics! www.cischarlotte.org/photo-gallery/lowcountry-2019

CIS would like to give a big SHOUT-OUT to all of the companies, groups and individual volunteers who supported our students and schools this
fall by donating school supplies, uniforms, and other essentials that students and teachers need, as well as those who donated their time to help
ready school campuses and classrooms for the first day of school. We’d also like to give a special thank you to WSOC-TV and the 9 School Tools
Campaign for another record-breaking school supplies collection! We are so grateful to everyone who donated items or gave of their time this fall.




Board of Directors

CIS Board Chair
Greg Hobby

Civic Leader

Natalie Alston
Civic Leader

Sonya Amos
Civic Leader

Men Tchaas Ari
Mecklenburg County DSS

David “Dae-Lee” Arrington

Civic Leader
Kathryn Black

Bank of America

Lee Brashear
GCM Grosvenor

Niles Brown
Grant Thornton

Veronica Calderon
Aldersgate CCRC

Lindsay Carter

Teacher and Civic Leader
Jon Davis

The Center for Intentional Leadership

Betsy Fleming
Civic Leader

Vida Harvey
JELD-WEN

Dwight Jacobs
Duke Energy

George Jurch
Continental Tire the Americas LLC

Karen Morgan
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Suzanne Morrison
Wells Fargo

Mary Ellen Player
Google Fiber Charlotte

Mtu Pugh

Ingersoll Rand

Federico Rios
City of Charlotte

Robert Russo
Independent Advisor Alliance

David Ryan

Albemarle Corporation

Jessica Sidhom
SunTrust Robinson Humphrey

Maxine Swayne
US Bank

John Tate llI

Civic Leader

Rad von Werssowetz
Berkeley Capital Advisors

Earnest Winston
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools

www.cischarlotte.org
704.335.0601
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CISCHARLOTTE.org Check out our all-new website!
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Canneeting Kids to
Caring Relationships

CIS SCHOOL SITES, 2019-20

Elementary Schools
Albemarle Road
Allenbrook

Briarwood

Bruns Avenue
Cotswold

Hidden Valley
Highland Renaissance
Merry Oaks

Newell

Rama Road

Reid Park

Shamrock Gardens
Statesville Road
Sterling

Tuckaseegee
Westerly Hills
Winding Springs
Winterfield

K - 8 Schools
Ashley Park
Berryhill

Druid Hills
Governor’s Village
Marie G. Davis
Renaissance West
Thomashoro
Walter G. Byers

Middle Schools
Albemarle Road
Cochrane / iMeck (6-12)
Coulwood

Eastway

James Martin

Martin Luther King, Jr.
McClintock

Quail HollowRanson
Ranson

Sedgefield
Whitewater

We're excited to announce the launch of
our new website! We hope you'll check it
out, especially if you haven't visited in a
while. Even better... share it with a friend or
colleague! www.cischarlotte.org

High Schools

Butler

East Mecklenburg

Garinger

Harding

Independence

Mallard Creek

Myers Park

North Mecklenburg

Olympic

Performance Learning Center®
Phillip O. Berry

Rocky River

South Mecklenburg

Vance

West Charlotte

West Mecklenburg

Detention Center North/Central



